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the social importance of marriage and its dissolution surpasses
the significance of any alimentary orders.
A third unexpected complication arises from interference of
the estoppel idea. In cases where a wife sued for divorce in a
jurisdiction powerless to grant alimony but where the right
thereto was at issue, she has been deemed to have waived her
claim to alimony once and for all by choosing such a divorce
court. This all too technical idea, which has not been ade-
quately criticized, is so faulty that its influence should not
go far.
Finally, difficulties of another kind are encountered when
an alimentary order is sought to be enforced in another juris-
diction. In particular, orders which may be altered have been
considered to lack the finality necessary for enforcement.
It would not be helpful to discuss all these disturbances at
length. Recent writers assure us that the entire doctrine is in
an evolutionary stage, and that extraterritorial effect is given
to decrees for alimony "with very great completeness." 3S
Courts and statutes show themselves more and more anxious
to overcome formalistic obstacles, to help deserted wives and
children. The indigent ex-husband has also found more favor
than before. Through such an evolution, the American doc-
trine approaches the views of the European laws.
In civil law countries, the nature of the duty incumbent
upon a former spouse is far from undisputed in theoryj does it
follow from a breach of the marital duties? That it does was
the leading idea of older codifications, including the German
Civil Code. Or is the family relation partly conserved despite
the dissolution of the marriage tie? Modern doctrines are in-
clined in some degree, indeed, to consider the obligation
imposed by law as an effect of the former family relation and
therefore as belonging to the field of family law rather than to
the domain of ordinary obligations ex lege. In any case, the
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